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JUDICIAL ETHICS OPINION JE-88

March 19, 1997

Issue : May a judge employ his son or daughter as a law clerk?

Answer : No . The son or daughter may assist the judge, but not in a formal capacity .

The question presented was whether a judge could employ his son or daughter, who was a
recent law school graduate, as a law clerk. The Judicial Code of Ethics specifically prohibits
nepotism . Canon 3B (4) . For this reason, the Committee believes that it would be improper for
a judge to use state funds to compensate a relative, even though the relative is otherwise qualified
for the position .

B .M. Westberry
Chairman
The Ethics Committee of the
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